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Writing in two 1889 issues of the Review and Herald (August 6 and September 17), R. A. 

Underwood spoke of "Christ and His Work." He clearly was influenced by Waggoner's 

presentations in Minneapolis the year before. While he promised to simply "quote a few texts 

and leave the reader to form his own opinions," Underwood couldn't resist italicizing 

important words and commenting on their significance. All italicized emphasis that follows is 

his alone.  

 

"There is no being in all the universe worthy of so much study as Christ. Though we think 

with care of Christ, we cannot comprehend his greatness, his love, his infinite sacrifice for 

sinners. The Bible and the Holy Spirit reveal him to us. On three occasions the voice of the 

eternal God is heard calling our attention to Christ as the One in whom he is well pleased, 

and bids us, "Hear ye him." Matt. 3:17; 17:5; John 12:28. "For in him dwelleth all the fullness 

of the Godhead bodily." Col. 2:9.  

 

"First, we will consider Christ and his work by viewing him as the only being delegated to 

represent the eternal Father in name, in creating the worlds, and in giving the law; second, as 

the author and finisher of the plan of salvation, the one who gave the Bible, both the Old and 

the New Testament; the one that made the old as well as the new covenant, a Prophet, a 

Priest, and a King." [italics in original]  

 

Like the many times that Ellen White singled out Christ as "the only being" beside the Father, 

(“The only being who was one with God lived the law in humanity, descended to the lowly 

life of a common laborer, and toiled at the carpenter’s bench with his earthly parent.” Signs of 

the Times, Oct. 14, 1897). Underwood also identifies a Godhead of two: the Son and his 

eternal Father. Following in Waggoner's path, he covers the same issues placing repeated 

emphasis on the Father and Son.  

 

"The question is sometimes raised, Was Christ a created being? All we may know of this is 

simply what the Bible says. We quote a few texts, and leave the reader to form his own 

opinions. "    

 

And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write; These things saith the Amen, the 

faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God." Rev. 3:14. The word here 

rendered "beginning" is arche; and the second definition of this word, according to Thayer's 

Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament, is, "The person or thing that commences, the 

first person or thing in a series, the leader." According to this, we might read it, "The 

beginner of the creation of God." "In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the 

forgiveness of sins: who is the image of the invisible God, the first-born [Gr. prototokus, first 

in dignity, chief] of every creature." Col. 1:14, 15. "For as the Father hath life in himself; so 

hath he given to the Son to have life in himself." John 5:26. Whatever construction may be 

placed upon the first two texts quoted the last one shows clearly that the Son of God received 

his life, and all his mighty creative power as a gift from the Father."  
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"The apostle Paul contrasts Christ with the angels, as follows: "Being made so much better 

than the angels, as he hath by inheritance obtained a more excellent name than they." Heb. 

1:4. The inheritance of Christ from God the Father was such as no other being in the universe 

received. God the Father delegated to the "beginning of the creation," "the first-born of every 

creature," his own name, and his own almighty, creative, life-giving power. We are in 

ignorance of when this was done. We only know that it was in the eternity of the past; before 

the worlds and all that in them is, were created."  

 

This is no different from what Waggoner taught just the year before at Minneapolis. Like 

Waggoner he equates "eternity of the past" with that epoch that existed "before the 

worlds…were created. 

 

"There are many names and titles given to this wonderful being called Christ. We will notice 

only a few. He is the "Prince of Peace," the "everlasting Father," the "mighty God," etc. Isa. 

9:6; Ps. 50:3; Titus 2:13,14. The eternal Father is represented as addressing him as God: 

"And of the angels he saith, Who maketh his angels spirits, and his ministers a flame of fire. 

But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is forever and ever: a scepter of righteousness 

is the scepter of thy kingdom." Heb. 1:7, 8. Unless we recognize Christ as bearing the name 

of God, we shall often be misled in correctly understanding his work and mission."  

 

"He is often called an angel. Ex. 3:2; 23:20,21; 1Thess. 4:16. Christ is the being that executed 

the will of the Father in creating all things that exist in the entire universe of God. Proof: 

"God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the 

prophets, hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of 

all things, by whom also he made the worlds" (Heb. 1:1, 2); "And to make all men see what is 

the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God, 

who created all things by Jesus Christ" (Eph. 3:9); "In whom we have redemption through 

his blood, even the forgiveness of sins: who is the image of the invisible God, the first-born 

of every creature: for by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, 

visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all 

things were created by him, and for him: and he is before all things, and by him all things 

consist." Col. 1:14-17.  

 

"The foregoing ought to be proof enough to satisfy all, but we give one more text: "In the 

beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same was 

in the beginning with God. All things were made by him; and without him was not anything 

made that was made." "And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld 

his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth." John 1:1-

3,14."  

 

"When a small boy, I learned this chapter in the Sunday-school. I was confused because the 

teacher could not explain the first verse-"In the beginning was the word," etc. "The Word is 

Christ," said the teacher; that was plain. "And the Word [Christ] was with God [the Father]." 

I understood that; but the next statement, "and the Word was God," was the mystery I could 

not understand, nor could the teacher give me any light upon it. He he shown me that one of 

the names by which Christ is known is God, all would have been clear; I would not have 

confounded Christ with God the Father as being the same, and only one being. While they are 

one in that unity of work which Christ prayed that his disciples (John 17:11) might 

experience, they are two beings as much as a father and his son are two."  
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Underwood confesses his belief that Christ, the Word, is God because that is his name, his 

nature; but Christ is not the same being as the Father. They are two beings, not confounded 

into only one being.  

 

"Before we leave this text that declares that all things were made by Christ in the beginning, 

we inquire, What beginning? For an answer we turn to the statement, "In the beginning God 

created the heaven and the earth." Gen. 1:1. The Hebrew word elohim, translated "God" in 

Gen. 1:1,2, is plural, and the text would be properly translated, "In the beginning the Gods 

created," etc. This same idea is sustained in the 26th verse, when the Gods said, "Let us make 

man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion," etc., as well as by John 

1:1, and many other texts of the Bible. When the Gods (God the Father and God the Son) 

had wrought six days in creating, the statement is made, "Thus the heavens and the earth 

were finished, and all the host of them. And on the seventh day God ended his work which he 

had made; and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had made. And God 

blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it; because that in it he had rested from all his work 

which God created and made." Gen 2:1-3. The Gods (elohim) rested on the seventh day, and 

blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it, or set it apart for a holy purpose."  

 

"Christ, the Man of Calvary, stands equal with the Father in instituting the Sabbath." "He 

stood equal in power in the creation of the universe, "who being in the form of God, thought 

it not robbery to be equal with God." Phil. 2:6. 

 

Underwood, thus is not presenting anything new. He is not insisting that the Son is absolutely 

co-eternal with the Father, requiring that their filial-paternal relationship be reduced to one 

of mere title only. He accepts that "the beginning" was the creation of heaven and earth. He 

appreciates the fact that Christ is equal with the Father because he was born of God, and the 

Son inherits all things from the Father. 
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