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As Christ was twice born, once in eternity, the only begotten of the Father, and again here 

in the flesh, thus uniting the divine with the human in that second birth, so we, who have 

been born once already in the flesh, are to have the second birth, being born again of the 

Spirit, in order that our experience may be the same, the human and the divine being joined in 

a life union. (W. W. Prescott, April 14, 1896, Review & Herald, page 232)  

 

Because of his reputation as a Biblical scholar he was called upon to make a world tour 

(1894-1895) to hold Bible institutes and to strengthen developing educational interests. Part 

of that tour took him to Australia where Ellen White had been commissioned following the 

1888 General Conference turmoil. Prescott presented a series of eight sermons at the 

Armandale Camp Meetings at which Ellen White attended and made the following comments:  

 

"We are at this time in our camp-meeting having a feast of precious things. The word is 

presented in a most powerful manner. The Holy Spirit has been poured out upon 

Brother Prescott in a great measure…. Brother Prescott has been bearing the burning 

words of truth such as I have heard from some in 1844. The inspiration of the Spirit of 

God has been upon him. Unbelievers say, "These are the words of God. I never heard 

such things before." We have had the truth presented in clear lines. Bro. Prescott has never 

had such power in preaching the truth as he has had since coming to this meeting. The 

unbelievers sit with their eyes riveted on him in amazement, as the truth comes forth 

from his lips, vitalized by the Spirit of God. When I consider the responsibility resting 

upon all who hear this heaven sent message, I tremble at the word of the Lord.... An 

intelligent knowledge of God and of Jesus Christ, whom He hath sent, is the essential 

knowledge, for "this is life eternal, that they might know Thee the only true God, and Jesus 

Christ, whom Thou hast sent" (John 17:3)." Letter 19, 1895, p. 4. (To S. N. Haskell, Nov. 6, 

1895)  

 

"I have just been listening to a discourse given by Professor Prescott. It was a most powerful 

appeal to the people. Those not of our faith seemed deeply interested. They say, "there is no 

life in our churches, everything is so cold and dry; we are starving for the bread of life." The 

people are of the very best class of society, of all ages; noble looking men of white hair, sit 

and listen as for their life. Some men who are superintendents of Sunday Schools, are as 

eager to get the discourses as they see our reporters taking notes in shorthand. They say, "I do 

not want to lose one idea." All the words, they say, are precious…. All say, "never did we 

have the privilege of hearing the Bible made so plain and brought to that simplicity in 

explanation, that we can not help but understand it…" "Maggie Hare is reporting 

Professor Prescott's discourses and my talks, for publication. Professor Prescott's sermons 

will never seem the same, I fear, as when given by the living preacher: for the words are 

spoken in the demonstration of the Spirit, and with power, his face all aglow with the 

sunshine of heaven…. I think I may safely say I have never in my experience seen so large a 

number attending meetings not of our faith who are so hungry for the truth." Manuscript 19 

also dated Nov. 6, 1895  

 

A week later she wrote to Dr. Kellogg to discuss the meetings. A portion of the letter is found 

in Manuscript Releases. She identifies Prescott's messages as coming from the Lord, "new 

light," concerning "His pre-existence" and "His personal dignity" as "truth in clear and 

simple style."  
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"I have been privileged to witness the past five weeks that which has given me much joy to 

see a people eager, hungry, and earnest to hear the Word of God presented in clear and 

new light. The Word of God has been presented in the demonstration of the Spirit and 

with power. The Lord has sent Professor Prescott to us not an empty vessel, but a vessel 

full of heavenly treasure that he can give to every man his portion of meat in due season. 

This the people of God everywhere want."... "The Lord is working through His ministers 

and through the hearts. They testify, I never heard such wonderful expositions of the 

Bible before. Another says, The Bible seems to be a treasure-house full of precious 

things. After the meetings close many testimonies are born of the great good this meeting is 

doing. As they see Maggie Hare taking the precious truths in shorthand, they act like a flock 

of half-starved sheep, and they beg for a copy. They want to read and study every point 

presented. Souls are being taught of God." "Brother Prescott has presented truth in clear 

and simple style, yet rich in nourishment. Elder Corliss has given many discourses and 

Bible readings that are highly appreciated. Brother Daniells and Brother Colcord have held 

forth the word of light in clear and positive lines. The Lord has used these ministers to His 

name's glory."  

 

Abundant evidence has been given that the Holy Spirit of God has spoken to men through 

human agencies…. Large numbers testify that they have never heard the Word 

administered with such power and in the manifest demonstration of the Spirit as at this 

meeting. God has said in the heavenly courts to His heavenly intelligences, "Let there be 

spiritual light to shine amid the moral darkness of accumulated error and fables, and reveal 

truth." The Messenger of the covenant has come, as the Sun of Righteousness, to arise and 

shine forth upon the eager listeners. His pre-existence, His coming the second time in glory 

and power, His personal dignity, His holy law uplifted, are the themes that have been 

dwelt upon with simplicity and power." Nov 17, 1895 (Letter 113) to J. H. Kellogg also 

partially in 2MR No. 122, p. 165  

 

Then on November 21, in Melbourne, Ellen White reported on her experience at the 

camptmeeting where Prescott spoke. Her comments were published in the Review & Herald a 

few months later:  

 

"In the evening Professor Prescott gave a most valuable lesson, precious as gold. The tent 

was full, and many stood outside. All seemed to be fascinated with the word, as he presented 

the truth in lines so new to those not of our faith. Truth was separated from error, and 

made, by the divine Spirit, to shine like precious jewels. It was shown that perfect 

obedience to all the commandments of God is essential for salvation of souls." "The Lord is 

working in power through his servants who are proclaiming the truth, and he has given 

Brother Prescott a special message for the people. The truth comes from human lips in 

demonstration of the Spirit and power of God." "The meetings have been well attended by the 

people of Armadale and Malvern, both afternoons and evenings, and on Sundays and 

Wednesdays large numbers have come from the distant suburbs. The people say: 'You cannot 

appreciate the change of feeling about your meeting and work. It has been commonly 

reported that you do not believe in Christ.  

 

But we have never heard Christ preached as at these meetings.' 'There is no life in our 

churches. Everything is cold and dry. We are starving for the Bread of Life. We come to 

this camp-meeting because there is food here.' As they see our stenographers reporting the 

discourses, they plead that they be printed soon, and placed within their reach. “Melbourne, 

Nov. 21 Review & Herald Jan 7, 1896 The Australian Camp-Meeting  
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These extensive comments by Ellen White serve to establish her endorsement of the message 

and its benefit to the people. The following year, she was still speaking in glowing terms of 

Prescott's benefit to the work in Australia. 

 

"I write a few lines to you this morning by lamplight. Before receiving this, you will have 

met Professor Prescott. We would gladly have retained him in this country [Australia], but 

we dared not do this, for it would have savoured of selfishness. We hope he will do the 

brethren much good in South Africa, and that he will be received cordially, in brotherly love. 

He has the truth in the heart, as well as on the lips. God is with him, and will work by 

him if our brethren will receive him as one who bears to them a message from God. May 

it not be true of them, as of the people of Nazareth, that Jesus could not do many mighty 

works because of their unbelief. There is no virtue in refusing to receive the light which God 

shall send, and we need every ray of light from heaven." 11MR No. 859 [To S.N. Haskell] 

Letter 38, May 30, 1896  

 

Ellen fears that the truths that he was presenting might not be accepted as if she could 

portend the future. Indeed, the teaching of that time is no longer accepted as truth, but today 

labelled as error.  

 

Prescott's Eight Presentations at the 1895 Armandale Campmeeting:  

 

1. October 20, "Abiding in Christ and Walking in Christ," The Bible Echo, December 2 & 9, 

1895  

 

2. October 23, "Sermons in Stone," The Bible Echo, December 16 & 23, 1895  

3. October 23, "The Kingdom of God; or The Great Controversy Between Good and Evil," 

The Bible Echo, February 17 & 24, 1896  

4. October 31, "The Word Became Flesh," The Bible Echo, January 6 & 13, 1896 

5. November 2, "The Faith of Jesus, The Commandments of God, and The Patience of the 

Saints," The Bible Echo, January 20 & 27, 1896  

6. November 5, "God or Caesar, Which?," The Bible Echo, March 2, 9, & 16, 1896  

7. November 9, "Christ Our Example," The Bible Echo, February 3 & 10, 1896  

8. undated, "The Law in Christ," The Bible Echo, April 20 & 27, May 4, 11, 18, & 25, June 1, 

1896.  

 

It is now of interest to examine what Prescott was presenting at this time. The Review and 

Herald published a series of articles after his return in 1896 entitled "The Christ of Judea." 

These may be obtained from the online SDA Archives.org website beginning with Review & 

Herald March 10, 1896 Vol 73, No. 16 p. 152 (8 of 16 in the Deja Vu reader). The following 

excerpts illustrate his teaching on the pre-existence of Christ and his origin as the begotten of 

the Father.  

 

"We have seen how by birth Jesus took upon himself our nature. The object of bringing this 

point very emphatically before the mind is that we may see the nearness of Jesus Christ as 

our Saviour. He has become one with us, and joined himself to us by ties which will never 

be broken, because to-day and for eternity Jesus Christ is one with us in humanity, still 

bearing this human flesh. "For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, 

the man Christ Jesus." 1 Tim. 2:5. He thus connected the human family with God once 

more." Review & Herald, March 17, 1896.  
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Two years later, with the publication of the Desire of Ages (with which Prescott played an 

instrumental role in its editorial content) such expressions would become prominent. After 

presenting the incarnation and Christ's humanity, he deals with his heavenly origin.  

 

"Jesus Christ established a new family, of which he became the head. "And so it is written, 

the first man Adam was made a living soul; the last Adam was made a quickening spirit. 

Howbeit that was not first which is spiritual, but that which is natural; and afterward that 

which is spiritual. The first man is of the earth, earthly: the second man is the Lord from 

heaven. As is the earthy, such are they also that are earthy: the second man is the Lord from 

heaven. And as we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the 

heavenly." 1Cor. 14:45-49. So Jesus Christ the Lord from heaven, the last Adam, in 

entering into this relationship with the human family, became the head of this family just as 

Adam was the head of the divine-human family originally.  

 

In full agreement with A.T. Jones (as we have already noted) he, too, believes in the divine 

spirit birth of Christ, "begotten of the Father" in eternity.  

 

Jesus Christ was God in heaven, and he came to this world, and was born of the flesh, and 

thus he who had been born of the Spirit was afterward born of the flesh, and by this 

double birth this family was established, --the divine human family of which he is the head, 

- in order that we who have already been born of the flesh, may by his grace and the power of 

the same Spirit, be born of the Spirit, -- that is, every member of this divine-human family 

is twice born. W. W. Prescott, Review and Herald March 17, 1896, 'The Christ of Judea'  

 

"Now as Christ partook of our nature by birth, so we must partake of his nature by birth. As 

Christ was twice born, -- once in eternity, the only begotten of the Father, and again here 

in the flesh, thus uniting the divine with the human in that second birth,-- so we who have 

been born once already in the flesh, are to have the second birth, being born again of the 

Spirit, in order that our experience may be the same, -- the human and the divine being 

joined in a life union" W. W. Prescott, Review and Herald, April 14, 1896, 'The Christ for to-

day'  

 

He then extends Christ's origin from the Father to Christ as the Source of his own Holy 

Spirit:  

 

"One who is born of the flesh can express himself only; but the flesh of one who is born of 

the Spirit is used to express Christ. Christ by his spirit dwells in the inner life, and the 

organs of sense are used to give expression to his words and acts. We submit everything, that 

he shall express himself in our life. That is the Christian life. This life is made possible to us 

from the fact that that was the very life that Christ lived himself. He wrought into humanity 

a divine life. The life which he imparts unto us for living this life, is the resurrection life, 

the life of victory." W.W. Prescott, Review and Herald, April 21, 1896, "The Christ for to-

day' continued.  

 

Prescott is intensely concerned that the reality of Christ living in us be grasped and made 

real.  

 

"God desires that Christ's life should be made manifest in our mortal flesh. Christ came 

here and wrought all this in our flesh, as our substitute, as our representative, for this express 

purpose, and those who think that Christ's work for us was completed on earth, lose the 

very heart and soul of Christian experience. If Christ's work was completed for us on 
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earth, his life was simply an example which we are to copy. But Christ's work is not 

completed; Christ's work is going on for us to-day in heaven, where he is ministering in 

our behalf. The Christ for to-day is the one who lives in us, and works in us. "Wherefore, 

my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in 

my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. For it is God which 

worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure." Phil. 2:12, 13. Ibid.  

 

Ellen White would take up this same thought in identifying the Holy Spirit and the Comforter 

with Christ himself, the only one who overcame sin in human flesh, the only one who can 

provide "the soul of his life" to us, the only way we can experience victory over sin. 
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